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community calendar 

PLEASE SEND EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS TO INDYEVENTS@GMAIL.COM 


FRI OCT 22 

3pm • Free 

PROTEST: STOP POLICE BRUTALITY. 
Join the October 22 Coalition to Stop 
Police Brutality, Repression and the 
Criminalization of a Generation fortheir 
16th annual protest against police brutal¬ 
ity. There will be a teach-in followed by a 
rally and march. 

Union Square Park South 
866-235-7814* october22-ny.org 

7pm »Free 

BENEFIT: BINGO-WEEN FOR BOOKS 
THROUGH BARS. Join Books Through 
Barsfortheirannual Bingo Fundraiser. 
Prizes include: $100 tattoo from NY 
Adorned, IFCyear-long membership, 
magnificent meals at Pure Food &Wine 
and Caravan of Dreams, sextoys from 
Babeland and more. Costumes are 
encouraged. All proceeds will be used 
to buy postage to send free books to 
prisoners. 

ABC No Rio, 156 Rivington St 
212-254-3697 • abcnorio.org 

SAT OCT 23 

7pm *$15 suggested 
BENEFIT: BROOKLYN POETS AGAINST 
WAR. Come listen to readings by Tina 
Chang, poet laureate of Brooklyn; Donald 
Lev, publisher of Home Planet News) 

Daryl Wise, author of Poems and Other 
Stuff) and Sapphire, author of the novel 
Push. This event is sponsored by Brooklyn 
For Peace and the Park Slope United 
Methodist Church's Social Action Commit¬ 
tee. Reception and refreshments to follow. 
Park Slope United Methodist Church, 
4106th St, Bklyn 

718-788-2114* brooklynpeace.org 

SUN OCT 24 

4pm* Free 

DISCUSSION: SOLUTIONS TO 
CAPITALIST ECOLOGICAL CRISIS. Join 
acclaimed writers, John Bellamy Foster, 
editor of Monthly Review, and Chris Wil¬ 
liams, author of Ecology and Socialism, 
for a discussion of the environmental 
crisis — its causes, but most impor¬ 
tant, possible solutions. This event is 
co-sponsored by Monthly Review anti 
Flaymarket books. 

New York University Kimmel Center, 

Rm. 802,60 Washington Sq. South 
917-573-0708 • monthlyreview.org 

MON OCT25 

6pm* Free 

CONCERT: DIEGO ALVAREZ MUNOZ 
ANDAQUILES BAEZ. These two 
talented musicians — one a percussion- 


istandthe other on guitar—will play a 
rich repertoire of Venezuelan and Latin 
American songs. 

Venezuelan Consulate, 7 E 51st St 
ven.newyork@gmail.com 

THU OCT 28 

6pm* Free 

OPENING: G/IRL-WOMEN PHOTOGRA¬ 
PHERS EMERGING IN DIGITAL CULTURE. 
G/IRL showcases the work of women us¬ 
ing digital culture to explore and establish 
a life in photography. The show includes 
work of "prodigies" Olivia Bee and Lauren 
Withrow, as well as established artists 
such as Lauren Ward and Kava Gorna. 
G/IRL Pop Up Gallery, 300 West 22nd St 
646-438-9549 • artcat.com 

7pm*$5 

SCREENING: A LITANY FOR SURVIVAL 
—THE LIFE AND WORK OF AUDRE 
LORDE. Come learn more about Audre 
Lorde, a black lesbian, poet, mother, 
teacher and activist whose writings 
articulated some of the most important so¬ 
cial and political visions of her era. Snacks 
provided. A discussion will follow the film. 
Freedom Hall, 113 West 128th St 
212-222-0633* socialism.com 

FRI OCT 29 

7pm *$20/$10 students 
DIALOGUE: IN THE AGE OF OBAMA, 
PARTII: POLICETERROR, INCARCERA¬ 
TION, NO JOBS, MIS-EDUCATION. 

Come listen to a dialogue between 
Cornel West and Carl Dix about whatthe 
future holds for our youth. Proceeds to 
benefit Revolution Books and the Prison¬ 
ers Revolutionary Literature Fund. 

Aaron Davis Hall, 150 Convent Ave 
212-281-9240* harlemstage.org 

SATNOV6 

9am-6pm*$20/$10 for students and low- 
income individuals 

CONFERENCE:THE ECONOMIC CRISIS 
AND LEFT RESPONSES. The future 
is especially uncertain, and "the new 
normal" may prove to be very difficult, 
economically and politically. 

This conference will focus on a discus¬ 
sion of leftist solutions to the current 
crisis. Speakers will include David 
Harvey, Rick Wolff, Fred Moseley and 
Anne Jaclard. 

One Pace Plaza, 161 William St 
888-579-2245 

marxisthumanistinitiative.org 

8pm • $15 suggested 

CONCERT: HARMONIC INSURGENCE 

AND ROYZIMMERMAN ATTHE 



THE BRECHT 

FORUM 


SUN OCT 24* 2PM 

DISCUSSION: REPORT FROM KABUL: 

A CONVERSATION WITH KAYHAN IRANI. 
Kayhan Irani will discuss her recent 
trip to Afghanistan, where she presented 
a series of Theater of the Oppressed 
workshops with theater activists from 
throughout the country. Co-sponsored by 
the Theater of the Oppressed Laboratory. 
Sliding scale: $6/$10/$15 

THU OCT 28 •7:30PM 

STRATEGIC VISIONS SERIES: WORKER 
COOPERATIVES: A 21ST-CENTURY 
COMMUNISM? 

This event brings together members 
and developers of both new and old 
worker cooperatives from New York and 
New Jersey to discuss the future of the 
worker cooperative movement. 

Sliding scale: $6/$10/$15 

MON NOV 15* 6PM 

PARTY: BRECHT FORUM 35TH ANNIVER¬ 
SARY CELEBRATION. 

Join Brecht Forum, the largest and longest- 
running Marxist educational center in the 
U.S., as they honor professor David Harvey 
and organizer Bhairavi Desai as a part of 
their 35th anniversary celebration. 

Special location: Local 32BJ, 

101 Avenue of Americas 
Sliding scale: $35-$250 


BUILDING A MOVEMENT 
THAT MOVES 

451 West Street (btw Bank and Bethune) 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
TICKET RESERVATIONS 

brechtforum.org 
or 212-242-4201 


PEOPLES' VOICE CAFE. A cappella 
vocal ensemble that sings music from 
many cultures in four-part harmony, plus 
singer-songwriterwho brings the sting 
of satire to the struggle for peace and 
social justice. 

Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist, 40 East 35th St 
peoplesvoicecafe.org 

MON NOV 8 

7:30pm* Free 

PANEL: GROUND ZERO TOLERANCE: 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND AMERICA'S 
CULTURE WAR. Come listen to a discus¬ 
sion of the controversy over the Park 51 
Cultural Center. Panelists include Zead 
Ramadan, chairman of New York Council 
on American-lslamic Relations; Wendy 
Kaminer, lawyer and social critic; Kristen 
Saloomey, correspondentfor Al Jazeera; 
and journalist Brendan O'Neill. The dis¬ 
cussion will be moderated by Alan Miller, 
co-director of NY Salon. 


Wollman Hall, The New School, 65 West 
11th St 

nysaloninfo@yahoo.com • nysalon.org 

WED NOV 10 

6pm* Free 

SCREENING & DISCUSSION: DRAWING 
THE LINE: SEXAND CONSENT, A CON¬ 
VERSATION ABOUTTHE LANGUAGE 
OF RAPE. Women's eNews invites you 
to attend a film screening of The Line, 
followed by a panel discussion featuring 
Kelly McBride of the Poynter Institute; 
Joseph Samalin,the Coordinator of 
Training & Technical Assistance at Men 
Can Stop Rape; and filmmaker Nancy 
Schwartzman. 

WeNews Headquarters, 6th FI, 6 Barclay 
St *212-244-1720* womensenews.org 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR 
WEEKLY ONLINE CALENDAR VIA 
EMAILATINDYPENDENT.ORG. 


WHERE DO I GET MY COPY OF THE INDYPENDENT? 


BELOW 14 th ST. 

WBAI - 99.5FM 
120 Wall St., 10th floor 

Bluestockings 

172 Allen St. 

Housing Works 

126 Crosby St. 

ABC No Rio 

156 Rivington St. 

Tompkins Square 
Public Library 

331 E. 10th St. 

Mercer St. Books 

206 Mercer St. 

New York Public Library 
Jefferson Market Branch 

Sixth Ave. Sc 9th St. 

Brecht Forum 

451 West St. 

4th Street Food Co-op 

58 E. 4th St 

Theater for the New City 
155 First Ave. 


DC 37 Headquarters 

125 Barclay St. 

14 th TO 96 th ST. 

Jefferson Market Library 

6th Ave Sc 10th St. 

Chelsea Square 
Restaurant 

23rd St. Sc 9th Ave 

Manhattan 

Neighborhood Network 

537 W. 59th St. 

Housing Conservation 
Coordinators 

777 Tenth Ave. 

New York Public Library 
Muhlenberg Branch 

209 W. 23rd St. 

St. Agnes Branch Library 
444 Amsterdam Ave 
(btwn 81st and 82nd) 


ABOVE 96 th ST. 

New York Public Library 
George Bruce Branch 
518 W. 125th St. 

Book Culture 

526 W. 112th St. 

New York Public Library 
Harlem Branch 
9 W. 124th St. 

New York Public Library 
Hamilton Grange 
Branch 

503 W. 145th St. 

Uptown Sister’s Books 

156 St. Sc Amsterdam 

Bloomingdale 

Branch Library 
150 W. 100th St. 

BROOKLYN 

Brooklyn Museum 

200 Eastern Pkwy. 

BAM 

30 Lafayette Ave. 


Vox Pop 

1022 Cortelyou Rd. 

Tillie’s of Brooklyn 

248 DeKalb Ave. 

Tea Lounge 

Union St. Sc Seventh Ave. 

Video Gallery 

310 Seventh Ave. 

Ozzie’s Coffee Shop 

249 5th Ave. Sc 
57 Seventh Ave. 

Verb Cafe 

Bedford Ave. Sc N. 5th St. 

Videology 
308 Bedford Ave. 

Pillow Cafe 

505 Myrtle Ave. 

Sisters Community 

Hardware 

900 Fulton St. 

Brooklyn Public Library 
Pacific Street Branch 

25 Fourth Ave. 


K-Dog & Dune Buggy 
43 Lincoln Rd. 

Outpost Cafe 
1014 Fulton St. 

Blackbird Cafe 

197 Bedford Ave. 

’sNice Cafe 
315 Fifth Ave. 

Purity Diner 
43 Underhill Ave. 

Brooklyn 
Public Library 
Bedford Branch 
496 Franklin St. 


BRONX 

Brook Park 

141st St. Sc Brook Ave. 

Mi Casa Cafe 
18 Bedford Park Blvd E. 

STATEN 

ISLAND 

St. George Library 

5 Central Ave. 

Port Richmond 
Branch Library 

75 Bennett St. 

Everything Goes 
Book Cafe 

208 Bay St. 
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For a complete distribution list: 
indypendent.org 
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WHEEL DEAL: Former Staten Island bus driver Larry Hanley was elected president of the 
180,000-member Amalgamated Transit Union on October 1, vowing to organize a nationwide 
outreach program to mass transit passengers. PHOTO: ATU.ORG 


RADICAL BUS DRIVERS UNITE 


By John Tarleton 

I n 1996, Staten Island bus riders began to 
encounter clipboard-toting students who 
asked them to help with a cause they 
couldn’t refuse: lowering their own fares. 

Hired by the Amalgamated Transit Union 
(ATU) Local 726, which represents Staten 
Island bus drivers, the students signed up 
thousands of bus riders who became the back- 



W hile only a fraction of the size of the 
ATU, the National Organization of 
Legal Service Workers/UAW Local 2320 
is also experiencing a spirited election 
campaign this fall. Reformers within the 
4,000-member union say their leadership 
has been slow to respond to government 
budget cuts and layoffs. The opposition 
slate is led by Bennett Baumer, a tenant 
organizer on the West Side of Manhattan 
who has covered labor and housing issues 
for The Indypendentsmce 2004. 

"Unions are being beat back everywhere 
and we need a new plan," said Baumer, 
who is running against the union's incum¬ 
bent president Gordon Deane. 

Founded in 1977, Local 2320 represents le¬ 
gal aid attorneys, secretaries, paralegals and 
others employed by state or federally funded 
legal service agencies and public interest or¬ 
ganizations. The union's membership is scat¬ 
tered across the country with its largest units 
in New York and Chicago. 

Baumer, 31, says he would draw on his 
past experience as a tenant and labor or¬ 
ganizer to shift Local 2320 away from a 
business union model that treats members 
as passive recipients of the union's work 
toward being an activist union in which 
members organize and mobilize to fight for 
their own interests and those of the people 
they serve. 

Ballots were sent out Oct. 12 and will 
be counted Nov. 5. "It's difficult to unseat 
a union incumbent," Baumer said. "But, 
we're making a good run at it." 

For more information , see baumerlevy.com 
and nolsw.org. 

— J.T. 


bone of a movement that successfully pushed 
Governor George Pataki and Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani to have the MTA buy bigger express 
busses and use the cost savings to reduce fares. 
Once enacted, this quickly caused ridership to 
soar and led to the hiring of hundreds of ad¬ 
ditional bus drivers. 

Now, Local 726’s former president Presi¬ 
dent Larry Hanley will look to take that same 
kind of grassroots organizing fervor across the 
country after winning an insurgent campaign 
to take the helm of the 180,000-member na¬ 
tional ATU at a time when mass transit is get¬ 
ting hammered by budget cuts and layoffs. 

“The real battles in coming years are go¬ 
ing to be won by organizing the public, not 
by litigating before a judge, not by begging 
Congress,” Hanley told Labor Notes shortly 
before being elected on Oct. 1 at the ATU 
Convention. “We have to convince people that 
green jobs matter, and that transit is the green¬ 
est job you’re going to find.” 

Hanley helped found the Keep America 
Moving coalition in February. Leaders from 60 
transit worker locals from across the country 
convened in New York to plan an aggressive 
fightback strategy that the then-leadership of 
ATU was not willing to act on. John Samuelsen, 
president of Transit Workers Union Local 100, 
strongly supported the initiative. TWU Local 
100 represents the bulk of transit workers in 
New York City and has also been seeking to 
build alliances with community organizations 
to stave off service cuts and layoffs. 

Supporters of mass transit have tried with¬ 
out success to interest President Obama (who 
won handily in urban areas two years ago) in 
providing more operating support for mass 
transit at a time when state and local budgets 
are cratering. Mass transit advocates have been 
stymied in Congress where the highway lobby 
receives the vast majority of federal transpor¬ 
tation dollars as rural and suburban represen¬ 
tatives outnumber urban ones. Congress has 
also left unchanged a 1998 law that requires 
cities with populations above 200,000 to use 
their federal funds only for capital expenses 
and not for operations. 

On Oct. 13, Hanley convened a meeting of 
representatives from major transit and labor 
groups to begin preparing a nationwide out¬ 
reach program to mass transit passengers. Ac¬ 
cording to the union’s website, the first step 
envisioned was to bring ATU activists from 
key cities to a series of “boot camps” in the 
Washington, D.C., area where they would 
be trained in community organizing so they 
could use those skills back home to create lo¬ 
cal coalitions to pressure legislators to support 
mass transit. Coalitions like the one that suc¬ 
ceeded in Staten Island. 

For more information , see keepamericamov- 
ing.org and atu.org. 


Defending Public Education 

On Oct. 7 thousands of people throughout 32 states, including California, Illinois and 
New York, participated in the National Day of Action to Defend Public Education. 
The demonstrations drew attention to budget cuts tuition hikes at public universities 
throughout the country. There were several actions were held at CUNY campuses in 
New York City, including demonstrations at Brooklyn College, the City College of New 
York and Queens College. There was also a rally in Harlem where CUNY students were 
joined by Harlem hospital workers, as well as union and tenant activists, to bring atten¬ 
tion to widespread attacks against the public sector. 

— Sakura Kelley 



IT: A mother and her two daugh- 
)ct. 7 march through Harlem that 
al Day of Action to Defend Public 
^KURA KELLEY 


Beyond Bullying 



H undreds of people gathered in Washington Square Park on Oct. 3 to honor the 
memory of five queer youths who died in a recent string of suicides caused by 
homophobic bullying and harassment. 

TEXT AND PHOTO BY SAKURA KELLEY 
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Ready for a Freedom Party? 


By John Tarleton 

W hen New York State Democrats gathered at their 
nominating convention in May, they chose an all- 
white ticket of statewide candidates headed by a 
standard-bearer, Andrew Cuomo, who has put forward a pro¬ 
gram that would balance the state’s $9 billion-plus budget defi¬ 
cit at the expense of working-class people. 

The Cuomo coronation continues, but he will be joined 
on the fall ballot by outspoken Brooklyn City Councilmem- 
ber Charles Barron after activists with the Freedom Party 
surprised many political observers by gathering 43,000 bal¬ 
lot signatures this summer, almost three times the legally 
required amount. 

The Indypendent’s John Tarleton recently spoke with 
Barron about the nascent Black- and Latino-led party and 
why he is running for governor on its line. 

JOHN TARLETON: You have made race a central focus of 
your campaign. Why? 

CHARLES BARRON: Everything — unemployment, inadequate 
healthcare, miseducation, police terror — comes out of racism 
and classism, because elites want to maintain control over the 
wealth. We have to confront race and keep it on the front burn¬ 
er, because when we deal with race and see it as a structural 
and institutional problem, that’s how we’re going to address 
the real issues in our communities. 

JT: How would you describe the relationship between the 
Democratic Tarty and Blacks and Latinos? 

CB: It’s a master-slave relationship. Let’s face it, we have a 
Democratic president, a Democratic U.S. Senate, a Democratic 
House of Representatives, a Democratic Governor of New 
York, a Democratic State Senate, a Democratic State Assembly 
and a Democratic City Council. Yet, despite the empowerment 
of the Democrats, every negative social indicator you can think 
of is the worst in Black and Latino communities. 

The Democrats have taken our votes for granted, the Re¬ 
publicans have ignored us and a lot of the white, left, pro¬ 
gressive groups have used us. They may run a candidate here 
and there but when it comes to our real urban issues they’re 
not there for us, either. That’s why we have to have this Free¬ 
dom Party. 


JT: And this is why you want a party that’s Black and Latino led? 
CB: Led by Blacks and Latinos but open to all, open to ev¬ 
eryone to join. The interests of the progressive white com¬ 
munity will be our interests as well. 

Historically, we’ve joined white-led parties. When we first 
came out of slavery we joined the party of Lincoln. In 1932, 
we joined the party of Franklin D. Roosevelt, saying he had 
a New Deal. There wasn’t any deal for us but we joined him 
anyway. We’ve also joined white left parties, where white 
males dominate the leadership. Why not have a Black- and 
Latino-led party that’s going to be progressive on the issues, 
fight for structural change and look out for all of the work¬ 
ing-class families in the state? 

JT: As governor, what would you focus on? 

CB: The big issue we have to deal with is the redistribution 
of wealth and income. Another issue is land control — who¬ 
ever controls the land also controls development within our 
communities. 

JT: What will the Freedom Party do after Nov. 2? 

CB: We’ll have our first convention in 2011 and begin to 
build our platform, structure our party and look at branch¬ 
ing out to other places across the country, including New 
Jersey, Connecticut, Washington, D.C., Atlanta and Mis¬ 
sissippi. So we’re looking to make it a national party and 
structure it here, locally, in this state. 

JT: You joined the Black Panther Party when you were 18 
years old and more than 40 years later still refer to yourself 
as a “Black Panther in spirit .” What did you learn from 
your experience with the Panthers that has helped you? 

CB: It showed me that we can win. Even though the Panther 
Party is not around, we won in the sense that we raised the 
consciousness of a generation to the level of revolution. It 
gave me an ideological and a philosophical base for struggle 
so you don’t get lost once you get involved in the system — 
because none of us are going escape some kind of involve¬ 
ment in capitalism. 

JT: Are you surprised that the economic crash of 2008 has 
been followed not by the emergence of a mass movement 
that questions capitalism, but instead by the Tea Party? 


'BLACK PANTHER IN SPIRIT': Brooklyn City Councilmember 
Charles Barron is running for governor. Photo: SAKURA KELLEY 

CB: The contradictions on Wall Street are still here, and the 
contradictions with America having all of this wealth and 
poverty at the same time — all this wealth and we don’t 
feed all our children, all of this wealth and we have indig¬ 
enous people on reservations — those contradictions are 
still glaring. And the Freedom Party is going to highlight 
those contradictions so that people will light the spark for 
a movement that will radically alter the political landscape 
of America. 

For more information, see freedompartynys.com. 



A Guide to the Third Party Candidates 


By Steven Wishnia 

Y our choice in this year’s gubernato¬ 
rial election is between two main 
candidates: Democrat Andrew Cuo- 



ANTI-PR0HIBITI0N: Kristin Davis 
PHOTO: CAMPAIGN WEBSITE 


mo, who promises to freeze state workers’ 
pay and “reform” (cut) their pensions, rules 
out raising taxes on New York’s 63 billion¬ 
aires and has one paragraph about housing 
costs in his 250-page platform. Or Republi¬ 
can Carl Paladino, a bigoted billionaire who 
made a fortune renting real estate to state 
agencies, but now wants to “take a baseball 
bat to Albany,” slash Medicaid and put the 
unemployed in re-education camps to teach 
them personal hygiene. 

There are other alternatives in the race. 
The left-environmentalist Green Party is 
running Howie Hawkins, a Syracuse en¬ 
vironmental and union activist. Brooklyn 
City Councilmember Charles Barron (D- 
East New York), noting that the Democrats’ 
statewide slate is exclusively white, has or¬ 
ganized the Freedom Party. Housing activ¬ 
ist gadfly Jimmy McMillan has the Rent Is 
Too Damn High line. Kristin M. Davis, the 
former madam whose escort service brought 
down former Gov. Eliot Spitzer, is the can¬ 
didate of the Anti-Prohibition Party, which 
is running long-time anti-prohibition activ¬ 
ist Randy Credico against Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) for the Senate. (Credico is also on 
the Libertarian line.) 

Hawkins is campaigning on a platform 
of a “Green New Deal.” According to cam¬ 
paign manager Mark Dunlea, if the state 
taxed the rich — stopped rebating the $16 
billion in annual stock-transfer taxes to 


Wall Street, levied a 50 percent tax on bank¬ 
ers’ bonuses, and returned tax rates to what 
they were in the 1970s —95 percent of New 
Yorkers would get a tax cut, and New York 
would go from a $8 billion deficit to a $26 
billion surplus. That money could then be 
used for a “WPA-style jobs program” that 
would expand mass transit, convert heat 
and electric utilities to alternative energy, 
and retrofit and weatherize buildings. The 
Greens also advocate single-payer health¬ 
care, a ban on “hydrofracking” for natural 
gas and the legalization of marijuana. 

Barron says the overriding issue is economic 
justice. “The bottom line is power,” he says. 
“We cannot allow them to balance the budget 
on the backs of working-class people. We have 
to have leverage to tax the rich.” The party 
also supports free tuition at city and state uni¬ 
versities, lowering or eliminating the subway 
fare and single-payer healthcare, rather than 
the “bogus” Obama plan. 

Davis, as might be expected from her 
party’s name and her previous occupation, 
is advocating the legalization of marijuana, 
prostitution and gay marriage. Although she 
is a libertarian, “generally opposed to gov¬ 
ernment intrusion in the marketplace,” she 
says that in New York, “without rent con¬ 
trol and rent stabilization, the cost of hous¬ 
ing would shoot out of sight.” 

If any of these candidates wins 50,000 
votes, their party will get a guaranteed line 



RENT IS TOO DAMN HIGH: Jimmy McMillan 
PH0T0:FLICKR 


on the ballot for the next four years. If they 
don’t, the party will have to collect at least 
15,000 signatures every time it wants to run 
a candidate for a statewide office, and New 
York’s election laws are quite picky — and 
the major parties’ lawyers often quite vin¬ 
dictive — about what constitutes a valid 
signature. The Greens won a ballot line in 
1998, but failed to get the votes needed to 
keep it in 2002 and 2006. 

Continued on page IS 




















A Mosque Grows 
in Brooklyn 


By Alex Kane 

W hen a mosque and Islamic com¬ 
munity center in Sheepshead Bay 
were formally proposed in the 
summer of 2009, the estimated 200 Muslim 
families living in the south Brooklyn neigh¬ 
borhood greeted the news happily. For many 
years, they’ve had to travel to mosques in 
Bensonhurst, Canarsie and Bay Ridge. 

But the proposed project at 2812 Voorhies 
Ave., which was approved Oct. 13 by the 
city Department of Buildings, is now facing 
a storm of opposition, some of it from out¬ 
side the community. The main opposition 
group, a group of local residents called Bay 
People Inc., has mobilized since last winter 
over concerns about increased traffic, park¬ 
ing problems, noise and property values. 

Bay People and other opponents also have 
an agenda aligned with anti-Muslim groups 
and individuals that have been stoking op¬ 
position to mosques around the city and 
country. On its website, Bay People states 
that “the neighborhood residents are mostly 
of Italian/Russian/Jewish/Irish descent and 
will not benefit from having a mosque and a 
Muslim community center.” 

In addition, the group is opposed to the 
Muslim American Society’s (MAS) affili¬ 
ation with the project, claiming that MAS 
is associated with the Muslim Brotherhood 
and has links to radical Islam and terrorism. 
(Rep. Michael McMahon, who represents 
parts of Brooklyn and Staten Island, asked 
for an FBI probe into MAS, which conclud¬ 
ed that there was “no indication whatsoever 
that the Muslim American Society is affiliat¬ 
ed with any organization that threatens our 
national security,” according to the Staten 
Island Advance.) 

MAS is working with the Sheepshead Bay 
Muslim community to back the mosque and 
center, which will have English as a second 
language and computer classes and work¬ 
force development programs. Those closely 
involved with the project say the focus will 
be on providing local Muslim youth with a 
positive place to go, but that it will be open 
to anyone. 

“What they’re trying to do is put up all 


this community, there are churches, there 
are synagogues, and now it’s time to have 
a mosque.” 

Backers of the mosque say that concerns 
over logistical issues have been addressed and 
that the opposition stems from anti-Muslim 



bigotry. Parking problems will not increase 
because most families live within walking 
distance and the early-morning call to prayer 
won’t be broadcast outside, they say. The¬ 
resa Scavo, the chair of Community Board 
15, which serves Sheepshead Bay, dismissed 
concerns over traffic problems, saying that in 
New York City, “traffic is everywhere.” 

The community board has no formal say 
over the project, although it has held hear¬ 


“It’s absolutely unjust... for [Bay People] 
to basically try to monopolize Sheepshead 
Bay and make it a Muslim-free zone.” 


these smokescreens to propagate fear in that 
community to not allow the [Muslim] com¬ 
munity to build, and it’s absolutely unjust... 
for them to basically try to monopolize 
Sheepshead Bay and make it a Muslim-free 
zone,” said Debbie Almontaser, a promi¬ 
nent Muslim interfaith activist. Almontaser 
is the board chair for the Muslim Consulta¬ 
tive Network, which has been working with 
the local Muslim community to combat the 
opposition. “If you look at the history of 


ings about it. “They have every right to 
build it,” said Scavo. 

Opponents of the mosque have leveled anti- 
Muslim accusations during a series of heated 
protests, including a June 27 rally where 
one Sheepshead Bay resident threatened to 
“bomb the mosque” if it’s built, according to 
the Brooklyn Paper. John Press, the head of 
the Brooklyn Tea Party, which demonstrated 
alongside Bay People on Sept. 26, calls Islam a 
“hostile political doctrine.” 



NO TEA FOR PROPOSED MOSQUE: John 
Press, above, the head of the Brooklyn Tea 
Party, has been protesting the proposed 
mosque, calling Islam a "hostile political 
doctrine." PHOTO: SAKURA KELLEY 

STOP ISLAM0PH0BIA: Elaine Brower, left, 
a member of the New York City Coalition 
to Stop Islamophobia, has been organizing 
supportforthe proposed mosque and the 
Muslim and Arab communities. PHOTO: 
SAKURA KELLEY 


“We recognize the importance of the 
‘clash of civilizations,’ and the Muslim 
American Society is a proponent of Sharia 
law. We believe that Sharia law is antitheti¬ 
cal to Western freedoms,” said Press. He 
doesn’t live in Sheepshead Bay, but he said 
that “a few” Tea Party members do. 

There have also been demonstrations to 
support the proposed project. On Sept. 26, 
dueling rallies lined both sides of Voorhies 
Avenue. 

“We arrived, and we thought we went 
back to the ’50s. There were signs all over 
people’s houses [reading] ‘Muslims go 
home,”’ said Elaine Brower of Staten Island, 
a member of the New York City Coalition 
to Stop Islamophobia. “If people don’t stand 
up against it in unity and show support for 
Muslims and Arabs in this country, it’s only 
going to get worse.” 

Despite the vitriol, Allowey Ahmed, the 
owner of the property at 2812 Voorhies Ave., 
is moving forward with the plans. Ahmed, 
a Yemeni-American and longtime Brooklyn 
resident, estimated that more than $1 million 
in funds will need to be raised. He hopes con¬ 
struction will begin in the next few months. 

“What is right is going to prevail,” said 
Ahmed. “We believe we are on the right 
track, because we believe we are sending a 
good and positive message.” 

Go to indypendent.org for a longer version 
of this article. 
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HOW BUSH’S WARS BECAME OBAMA’S 


CO 



APACHES OVER BAGHDAD: With garrisons around the planet and military spending greater than the rest of the world combined, the United 
States is saturated with the weapons, methods and culture of war. PHOTO: FLICKR 


By Tom Englehardt 

B ecause the United States does not look 
like a militarized country, it’s hard for 
Americans to grasp that Washington, 
D.C. is a war capital, that the United States 
is a war state, that it garrisons much of the 
planet and that the norm for us is to be at 
war somewhere (usually, in fact, in many 
places) at any moment. 

Similarly, we’ve become used to the idea 
that, when force doesn’t work, our response, 
as in Afghanistan, is to recalibrate and apply 
some alternate version of the same under a 
new or rebranded name — the hot one now 
being “counterinsurgency,” or COIN — in a 
marginally different manner. When it comes 
to war, as well as preparations for war, more 
is now generally the order of the day. 

This wasn’t always the case. The early 
republic that the most hawkish conservatives 
love to cite was a land whose leaders looked 
with suspicion on the very idea of a stand¬ 
ing army. They would have viewed our hun¬ 
dreds of global garrisons, our vast network 
of spies, agents, Special Forces teams, surveil¬ 
lance operatives, interrogators, rent-a-guns 
and mercenary corporations — as well as our 
staggering Pentagon budget and the constant 
future-war gaming and planning that accom¬ 
panies it — with genuine horror. 

The question is: What kind of country do 
we actually live in when the so-called U.S. 
Intelligence Community lists 17 intelligence 
services ranging from Air Force Intelligence, 
the Central Intelligence Agency and the De¬ 
fense Intelligence Agency to the National 
Reconnaissance Office and the National Se¬ 
curity Agency with a cumulative 2009 bud¬ 
get estimated at more than $75 billion? 

What does it mean when the military-ob¬ 
sessed Bush administration, which, year after 
year, submitted ever more bloated Pentagon 
budgets to Congress, is succeeded by one 
headed by a president who ran, at least par¬ 
tially, on an antiwar platform and who then 
submitted an even larger Pentagon budget? 
What does it mean when the Obama admin¬ 
istration, after surveying nearly eight years 
and two wars’ worth of disasters, decided to 
expand the U.S. Armed Forces rather than 
shrink the U.S. global mission? 

MILITARY BASES 

What kind of a world do we inhabit when, 
at a time of mass unemployment, the Ameri¬ 
can taxpayer is financing the $220 million 
upgrade of Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, 
including new “water treatment plants, 
headquarters buildings, fuel farms and 
power-generating plants.” And what about 
the U.S. air base built at Balad, north of 
Baghdad, which has 15 bus routes, two fire 
stations, two water-treatment plants, two 
sewage-treatment plants, two power plants, 
a water bottling plant and the requisite set 
of fast food and retail outlets, as well as air 
traffic levels sometimes compared to those 
at Chicago’s O’Hare International? 

What kind of world are we living in when a 
plan to withdraw most U.S. troops from Iraq 
leads the Pentagon to issue new contracts of 
almost a billion dollars to increase the number 
of private security contractors in that country? 

What do you make of a world in which 
the U.S. military has robot assassins in the 


skies over its war zones, 24/7, and the “pi¬ 
lots” who control them from thousands of 
miles away are ready on a moment’s notice 
to launch missiles—“Hellfire” missiles at 
that—into Pashtun peasant villages in the 
wild, mountainous borderlands of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan? 

What does it mean when, for our secu¬ 
rity and future safety, the Pentagon funds 
the wildest ideas imaginable for develop¬ 
ing high-tech weapons systems? Take, for 
example, Boeing’s advanced coordinated 
system of handheld drones, robots, sensors, 
and other battlefield surveillance equip¬ 
ment slated for seven army brigades within 
the next two years at a cost of $2 billion 
and for the full army by 2025; or the Next 
Generation Bomber, an advanced “plat¬ 
form” slated for 2018; or a truly futuristic 
bomber, “a suborbital semi-spacecraft able 
to move at hypersonic speed along the edge 
of the atmosphere,” for 2035? What does it 
mean about our world when those people 
in our government peering deepest into a 
blue-skies future are planning ways to send 
armed “platforms” up into those skies and 
kill more than a quarter-century from now? 

Do you ever wonder why one of our most 
successful businesses involves the sale of the 
same weaponry to other countries? 

In September 2009, the New York Times 
Pentagon correspondent Thom Shanker, for 
instance, wrote a rare piece on the subject 
headlined, “Despite Slump, U.S. Role as Top 
Arms Supplier Grows.” The article cited a 
congressional study that noted the United 
States, with $37.8 billion in arms sales (up 
$12.4 billion from 2007), controlled 68.4 
percent of the global arms market in 2008. 

In sales to “developing nations,” the Unit¬ 
ed States inked $29.6 billion in weapons 
agreements, snagging 70.1 percent of the 
market. Russia was a vanishingly distant 
second at $3.3 billion, or 7.8 percent of the 
market. In other words, with 70 percent of 


the market, the United States actually has 
what, in any other field, would qualify as a 
monopoly position — in this case, in things 
that go boom in the night. 

War is now the American way, even if 
peace is what most Americans experience 
while their proxies fight in distant lands. 
Any serious alternative to war is increas¬ 
ingly inconceivable. 

In Orwellian terms then, war is indeed 
peace in the United States — and peace is war. 

“Newspeak,” as George Orwell imag¬ 
ined it, was an ever more constricted form 
of English that would, sooner or later, make 
“all other modes of thought impossible.” “It 
was intended,” he wrote in an appendix to 
his novel, “that when Newspeak had been 
adopted once and for all and Oldspeak for¬ 
gotten, a heretical thought ... should be lit¬ 
erally unthinkable.” 

WHAT IS VICTORY? 

When it comes to war (and peace), we live 
in a world of American Newspeak in which 
alternatives to a state of war are not only ever 
more unacceptable, but ever harder to imag¬ 
ine. If war is now our permanent situation, it 
has also been sundered from a set of words 
that once accompanied it. It lacks, for instance, 
“victory.” The smashing “victory” over Sad¬ 
dam Hussein in the First Gulf War only led to 
a stop-and-start conflict now almost two de¬ 
cades old that has proved a catastrophe. 

Achieving victory no longer seems to 
matter. War U.S.-style is now conceptually 
unending, as are preparations for it. When 
George W. Bush proclaimed a Global War on 
Terror, conceived as a “generational strug¬ 
gle” like the Cold War, he caught a certain 
U.S. reality. In a sense, the ongoing war sys¬ 
tem can’t absorb victory. Any such endpoint 
might indeed prove to be a kind of defeat. 

No longer has war anything to do with 
the taking of territory either, or even with 
direct conquest. War is increasingly a state 


of being, not a process with a beginning, an 
end and an actual geography. 

Similarly drained of its traditional mean¬ 
ing has been the word “security” — though 
it has moved from a state of being (secure) 
to an eternal, immensely profitable process 
whose endpoint is unachievable. If we ever 
decided we were either secure enough, or 
more willing to live without the unreachable 
idea of total security, the American way of 
war and the national security state would 
lose much of their meaning. In other words, 
in our world, security is insecurity. 

And “peace” itself? Simply put, there’s no 
money in it. Of the nearly trillion dollars the 
United States invests in war and war-related 
activities, nothing goes to peace. No money, 
no effort, no thought. The very idea that 
there might be peaceful alternatives to endless 
war is so discredited that it’s left to Utopians, 
bleeding hearts and feathered doves. As in Or¬ 
well’s Newspeak, while “peace” remains with 
us, it’s largely been shorn of its possibilities. 

What a world might be like in which we 
began to seriously scale down the U.S. global 
mission, close those hundreds of bases — 
as of 2010, there were almost 400 of them, 
macro to micro, in Afghanistan alone — and 
bring our military home is beyond imagining. 
To discuss such obviously absurd possibili¬ 
ties makes you an apostate to America’s true 
religion and addiction, which is force. How¬ 
ever much it might seem that most of us are 
peaceably watching our TV sets or computer 
screens or iPhones, we Americans are also — 
always — marching as to war. We may not 
all bother to attend the church of our new 
religion, but we all tithe. We all partake. In 
this sense, we live peaceably in a state of war. 

Tom Engelhardt runs the Nation Institute’s 
TomDispatch.com. This article is adapted 
from his latest book, The American Way of 
War: How Bush’s Wars Became Obama’s 
(Haymarket Books). 




TEA IN SIN CITY 


FEAR AND LOATHING 
WITH THE TEA PARTY 



By Abby Scher 

LAS VEGAS — I recently received a slick 
email showing South Asian immigrants 
at a parade praying on Madison Avenue. 
It came with the breathless statement that 
Muslims have taken over America for Allah, 
making the false claim that every Friday in 
Manhattan, worshippers flow out of packed 
mosques in two different locations and pray 
in the streets. 

Outright misinformation like this is rife in 
the Tea Party movement, and builds off mis¬ 
information found on stalwart rightist web¬ 
sites like Townhall.com and WorldNetDaily. 
com and promoted by FOX news personal¬ 
ity Glenn Beck. Sometimes, like this email, it 
seems to be produced by dedicated freelance 
troublemakers — popular propagandists. 

In late July, I encountered a year-old piece 
of misinformation from a local couple who 
were rushing to attend the Americans for 
Prosperity campaign rally against Nevada 
Sen. Harry Reid and other Democrats. Own¬ 
ers of a pottery studio, Bob and Dot Donaghy 
moved to Nevada 15 years ago during boom 
times and now were concerned that “Nevada 
is in trouble. We’re 50th in education, first in 
unemployment and foreclosures, 15th in get¬ 
ting money from the government.” 

This last statistic is from the Washington, 


D.C.-based Tax Foundation, and I heard it 
from Tea Partiers all over the state. It’s used 
to undercut Reid, who says he is bringing 
home the bacon — in this case, federal tax 
dollars to benefit Nevada. But it’s a distorted 
snapshot that validates anti-federal govern¬ 
ment, anti-tax activists in their belief that 
they are being ripped off. The reality is that 
Nevada, to remain the lowest-taxed state in 
the union, doesn’t sign up for the options 
offered by Medicaid and other federal pro¬ 
grams that would bring in more money to 
the state coffers but require matching funds. 

Bob Donaghy went on to say, “We’re not 
socialist-type people and [Reid] is. It’s really 
about fiscal responsibility, protecting our 
constitutional rights. The government needs 
to pay as we go, not put our children in debt. 
The Republicans, like the Democrats, have 
reached the point where they are entrenched 
politicians. Once they start receiving money 
over the years from lobbyists, they are no 
longer thinking about what’s best for the 
United States.” 

A lot of people would agree with him. But 
then he started talking about Detroit, and 
the misinformation came into play. “You 
know Reid and Obama took over the auto 
industry — Chrysler and General Motors. 
If a dealership donated to the Democratic 
Party, they kept it. If a dealer donated to the 


Republican Party, they closed it. It’s backed 
up by multiple sources.” 

And he’s right — about the sources that 
is. Right-wing bloggers led by Doug Ross 
pushed this idea in May 2009, and Phyllis 
Schlafly picked up on it in her Townhall 
column. It was quickly debunked, even by 
the conservative Heritage Foundation. But 
the story won’t die because it encapsulates 
all the Tea Party fears of a socialist govern¬ 
ment that runs roughshod over small-busi¬ 
nesspeople like car dealers and the Tea Party 
activist himself. They think government is 
destroying the U.S. economy with its big 
spending and favoritism. 

It felt like everyone I interviewed in Ne¬ 
vada’s bubbling conservative scene was a 
small-businessperson or a retiree who had 
sold his or her business and is now clinging 


to the lifeboat so they won’t be tipped by the 
waves of the economic crisis and the grasp¬ 
ing needs of government. 

Women said they were fighting for their 
children’s future by leading the charge 
against deficits. One person called Medicare 
and Social Security “a Ponzi scheme” that 
will collapse without even being disman¬ 
tled. Many dismissed as “socialist” or class 
warfare the Keynesian idea that govern¬ 
ment must invest in the economy and jobs 
when the private sector is stuck. Embracing 
trickle-down economics like a life jacket, 
they saw cutting taxes as the only way to 
soothe the churning waters. And those who 
disagreed with them were un-American or, 
for some, dangerous internal enemies who 
are destroying America. 

Continued on page 12 
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UNDERSTANDING THE RIGHT 


oo 



By Arun Gupta 


Republicans are obstructionist 
for one simple reason: It's a 
winning strategy. Opposing 
progressive policies allows 
the right to actualize the 
ideals that both motivate 
and define its base. 


K entucky’s Rand Paul gained instant 
infamy when he argued the federal 
government has no business enforc¬ 
ing integration in private businesses. Ne¬ 
vada’s Sharron Angle has said, “We need to 
phase Medicare and Social Security out in 
favor of something privatized.” New York’s 
Carl Paladino says he’ll “clean out Albany 
with a baseball bat.” Ohio’s Steve Stivers 
suggests eliminating “the Departments of 
Agriculture, Education, Interior, Housing 
and Urban Development, Transportation, 
Energy and others to return to a consti¬ 
tutionally pure government.” Delaware’s 
Christine O’Donnell favors a complete ban 
on abortion, and, of course, thinks mastur¬ 
bation is equivalent to adultery. 


That these and other Tea Party-backed 
candidates in the 2010 elections are against 
all sorts of progressive legislation and even 
government itself is unsettling, but easy to 
dismiss as aberrations. This would be a mis¬ 
take. The new crop of candidates may be 
clumsy in their presentation, but many will 
ride the Republican tide to victory this No¬ 
vember. And far from being an aberration, 
the Tea Party is just the latest incarnation of 
a Republican Party that thrives on being the 
“Party of No.” 

For decades, the right has opposed 
any legislation or policy involving social, 
economic or political progress: civil rights, 
school desegregation, women’s rights, labor 
organizing, the minimum wage, Social 
Security, LGBTQ rights, welfare, immigrant 
rights, public education, reproductive rights, 
Medicare and Medicaid. And through the 
years the right invoked hysterical rhetoric in 
opposition, predicting such policies would 
result in the end-of-family-free-enterprise- 
God-America on the one hand, and the 
imposition of atheism-socialism-Nazism on 
the other. 

Republicans are obstructionist for one sim¬ 
ple reason: It’s a winning strategy. Opposing 
progressive policies allows the right to actu¬ 
alize the ideals that both motivate and define 
its base. Rightist ideologies are not without 
sophistication, but right-wing politicians and 
media figures distill them to a crude Mani- 
chean dualism to mobilize supporters based 
on group difference: good vs. evil, us vs. them. 
By demonizing and scapegoating politically 
marginal groups — Blacks, Muslims, gays, 
immigrants — the right is able to define “real 
Americans,” who are good, versus those de¬ 
fined as parasites, illegitimate and internal 
threats, who are evil. 

There is a critical paradox at work. The Re¬ 
publicans have deftly turned being the “Party 
of No” into a positive stance: They signal to 
their base they are working to defeat an alien 


ideology by defending real Americans and tra¬ 
ditional values and institutions. 

Ideologues and opinion-makers spin any 
redistributive policy as a zero-sum game; 
progressive policies give to undeserving 
groups by taking wealth from or denying 
rights to deserving Americans and institu¬ 
tions. Since Obama took office, the rise of 
the Tea Party has made the Republicans 
even more strident in their opposition. The 
GOP has fought against every Democratic 
policy — including the stimulus bill, jobs 
programs, aid to local governments, court 
appointees, labor rights, healthcare, finan¬ 
cial regulation, Net neutrality, unemploy¬ 
ment benefits, expanded access to food 
stamps and Head Start, action on global 
warming and immigrant rights — because 
it claims that some sort of theft of money or 
rights is involved. 

Sara Diamond neatly summarizes the pol¬ 
itics behind the right’s obstructionism in her 
book, Roads To Dominion. She writes, “To 
be right-wing means to support the state in 
its capacity as enforcer of order and to op¬ 
pose the state as distributor of wealth and 
power downward and more equitably in 
society” (emphasis in original). These prin¬ 
ciples, in turn, flow from four interrelated 
political philosophies that animate the mod¬ 
ern right: militarism, neoliberalism, tradi¬ 
tionalism and white supremacism. 

MARKET ANARCHY 

The heart of the right’s agenda is neoliber¬ 
alism, which is the rule of the “free market” 
above all else. It demands that everything be 
a commodity, all actions be judged accord¬ 
ing to cost-benefit analysis, every realm be 
opened to capital’s predations, all human 
needs subjugated to those of finance. Yet, 
left unchecked, neoliberalism would result 
in market anarchy and the dissolution of 
social solidarities, David Harvey argues in 
A Brief History of Neoliberalism. British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher summed 
up the neoliberal worldview: “There is no 
such thing as society, but only individuals.” 

Faced with market nihilism, “some degree 
of coercion appears necessary to restore or¬ 
der,” writes Harvey. Enter the neoconserva¬ 
tives, who play a crucial role resolving the 
contradictions between neoliberalism and 
traditionalism through militarism. Harvey 
explains that they “emphasize militariza¬ 
tion as an antidote to the chaos of individual 
interests. For this reason, they are far more 
likely to highlight threats, real or imagined, 
both at home and abroad, to the integrity 
and stability of the nation.” 

Militarism is just the means, however. To 
mobilize support for repressive methods, the 
right stokes the passions and fears of its base 
by posing traditional values as under attack: 
the family, God, marriage, America, private 
property, law and order and freedom itself. 
These values are often linked to neoliber¬ 
alism and contrasted with “collectivism,” 
which is presented as a looming danger to 
both property and God. This also bridges 
the ideological gap between the religious 
right and the free-market right. 

For example, the Bible can easily be read 
as a socialist document. But the role of 
money-driven ministries and televangelism 
among evangelicals is expressed in the doc¬ 
trine known as “prosperity gospel” — “the 
belief that God rewards signs of faith with 
wealth, health and happiness.” As many 
evangelicals are actual or would-be entre¬ 
preneurs, this idea is readily accepted. It’s 
a small step to convince them that unions 
promote secular collectivism that threatens 
private religious values, thus creating a theo¬ 
logical rationale for neoliberal policies. 


Now, I use “the right” instead of “Repub¬ 
lican” or even “conservative” to describe the 
movement and its ideas. Until recent years, 
there was a breed of socially liberal, fis¬ 
cally conservative Republican that retained 
a foothold in the GOP. These Republicans 
provided critical support for civil rights and 
other progressive legislation. But starting in 
the sixties, socially liberal Republicans be¬ 
gan to drift toward the Democratic Party, 
while Jim Crow-loving Democrats shifted 
to the GOP. So while the right may now 
overlap significantly with the Republican 
Party, it wasn’t always so. More important, 
as shown by the Christian Right and the Tea 
Party, the right will try to purge those Re¬ 
publicans deemed not sufficiently orthodox, 
making the party more and more extreme. 

While the Tea Party is a genuine mass move¬ 
ment, much of its funding comes from right- 
wing foundations through front groups, and 
its politics are anti-government, anti-labor, 
pro-corporate and often socially conservative, 
which is the same agenda the right has been 
pushing for more than 30 years. 

BUCKLEY, G0LDWATER AND WALLACE 

The roots of right-wing obstruction are rep¬ 
resented by three pivotal historical figures: 
William F. Buckley, Jr., Barry Goldwater 
and George Wallace. 

“The father of modern conservatism,” 
Buckley proclaimed his intention to stand 
“athwart history, yelling Stop!”’ in found¬ 
ing National Review in 1955. He knit to¬ 
gether traditionalism, free-market ideol¬ 
ogy and anti-Communism in opposing 
the distribution of power and wealth and 
supporting the imposition of social order. 
In the 1950s, he dismissed civil rights leg¬ 
islation because Southern whites were “the 
advanced race.” He inveighed against the 
1965 Voting Rights Act as threatening 
“chaos” and “mobcratic rule.” While op¬ 
posing basic freedoms for all people be¬ 
cause it threatened the traditional order, 
he was for using force to impose gulag-like 
policies such as quarantining drug addicts 
and tattooing people with AIDS on their 
buttocks. He suggested “relocating chronic 
welfare cases” to “rehabilitation centers.” 

Buckley was not alone in believing pro¬ 
gressive policies eroded traditional mores 
and institutions. Barry Goldwater, who 
was trounced as the Republican presiden¬ 
tial nominee in 1964, voted against the 
1964 Civil Rights Act, calling it “unconsti¬ 
tutional.” He fought school desegregation 
and the desegregation of public accom¬ 
modations, claiming it “tampers with the 
rights of assembly, freedom of speech, free¬ 
dom of religion and freedom of property.” 
He railed against federal aid to schools, the 
minimum wage, Medicare and the entire 
welfare state because “socialism can be 
achieved through welfarism.” He opposed 
the progressive income tax because it artifi¬ 
cially “enforce[ed] equality among unequal 
men.” One of Goldwater’s informal advis¬ 
ers in 1964 was economist Milton Fried¬ 
man, who saw nothing wrong with racial 
discrimination in employment because it 
was a matter of “taste.” Many campaign 
volunteers came from the conspiratorial 
John Birch Society, which labeled integra¬ 
tion a Communist plot. Within Goldwater’s 
campaign one can see how various seg¬ 
ments of the right united in opposing racial 
equality, but each for different reasons. 

In contrast to Buckley, Goldwater was no 
religious traditionalist, but he did combine 
libertarianism and anti-Communism. He 
hewed to a secular traditionalism forged 
from patriotism, the Constitution and fron¬ 
tier mythology, and was far more open- 


minded on social issues, making clear his 
contempt for the Christian Right when it 
began to take over the Republican Party in 
the 1980s. 

A contemporary of Goldwater, former 
Alabama Gov. George Wallace swept the 
Deep South in the 1968 presidential election 
running on a segregationist platform. He 
represented yet another form of traditional¬ 
ism, one that stoked fears that “blacks were 
moving beyond their safely encapsulated 
ghettos into ‘our’ streets, ‘our’ schools, ‘our’ 
neighborhoods,” according to Dan Carter, 
author of From George Wallace to Newt 
Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Coun¬ 
terrevolution. 

Wallace pioneered the race-based appeals 
that still excite the populist right today. But 
he was also a deft cultural warrior who, 
writes Carter, “knew that a substantial per¬ 
centage of the American electorate despised 
the civil rights agitators and antiwar dem¬ 
onstrators as symptoms of a fundamental 
decline in the traditional cultural compass 
of God, family and country, a decline re¬ 
flected in rising crime rates, the legalization 
of abortion, the rise in out-of-wedlock preg¬ 
nancies, the increase in divorce rates, and 
the proliferation of ‘obscene’ literature and 
films.” Add gay marriage, Islamophobia and 
immigration, and you pretty much have the 
right’s culture-war agenda of today. 


The right’s need for enemies is coded in its 
political DNA. Without enemies to defeat, 
vanquish and even destroy, the right would 
suffer an existential crisis. For Goldwater it 
was the Communist menace; for Wallace, 
integrationists and intellectuals; for Nixon, 
liberals, antiwar activists and black radicals; 
for Reagan, labor, welfare queens and the 
Evil Empire; for Gingrich and his cohorts it 
was gays, feminists, welfare mothers and the 
Democrats; during the Bush years, it was Is¬ 
lam, immigrants, gays and abortionists; for 
the Tea Party, Glenn Beck and Sarah Palin, 
it’s all of the above. 

MOBILIZING RESENTMENT 

There is one final step in how the right mobi¬ 
lizes grassroots support behind an obstruc¬ 
tionist agenda. Few people ponder theory 
when making political decisions. That’s why 
mobilizing group resentment and solidarity 
simultaneously is so effective. It gives peo¬ 
ple a way to see both enemies and allies in 
their daily lives. In the case of immigrants, 
the narrative is about “illegals” stealing 
jobs and social services from taxpayers. In 
the case of the Obama administration, the 
story is that taxes are being stolen from 
hard-working Americans to support para¬ 
sites ranging from welfare recipients to Wall 
Street bankers. 

Chip Berlet, a scholar at Political Re¬ 


search Associates, describes this as “pro- 
ducerism.” He defines it as “a worldview in 
which people in the middle class feel they 
are being squeezed from above by crip¬ 
pling taxes, government bureaucracies and 
financial elites while simultaneously being 
pushed around, robbed, and shoved aside by 
an underclass of ‘lazy, sinful and subversive 
freeloaders.’ The idea is that unproductive 
parasites above and below are bleeding the 
productive middle class dry.” 

Segments of the right use producerism dif¬ 
ferently, explains Berlet. “Economic libertar¬ 
ians blast the government for high taxes and 
too much regulation of business. Anti-immi¬ 
grant xenophobes blast the government for 
letting ‘illegals’ steal their jobs and increase 
their taxes. Christian fundamentalists blast 
the government for allowing the lazy, sinful 
and subversive elements to ruin society.” In 
recent history, Wallace and Nixon used pro- 
ducerist rhetoric to mobilize white working- 
class resentment against blacks. 

Producerism is premised on other tech¬ 
niques. First, argues Berlet, a group of 
people are dehumanized so they are seen as 
objects, and then they are demonized as evil. 
Next, the group is scapegoated irrationally 
for specific problems. Fou Dobbs mastered 
this process in defining undocumented im¬ 
migrants as “illegal,” then spouting dubious 
claims about immigrants being responsible 
for crime waves and disease outbreaks, and 
finally blaming them for stealing jobs and 
social services. FOX News used the same 
process in its hit job on ACORN. 

Within the Tea Party movement, much of 
the anger is directed at immigrants, African- 
Americans, social welfare and equality in 
general. Among Tea Partiers, 73 percent think 
“Blacks would be as well off as whites if they 
just tried harder”; 73 percent believe “provid¬ 
ing government benefits to poor people en¬ 
courages them to remain poor”; 60 percent 
believe “we have gone too far in pushing equal 
rights in this country”; 56 percent think “im¬ 
migrants take jobs from Americans”; 92 per¬ 
cent want a smaller government with “fewer 
services”; 92 percent think Obama’s policies 
are moving the country toward socialism; 
only 7 percent approve of Obama’s perfor¬ 
mance as president; and a combined 5 percent 
identify themselves as black, Asian or of His¬ 
panic origin. 

One survey found that identifying as a 
conservative or a Tea Party supporter was an 
accurate predictor of racial resentment. Ad¬ 
ditionally, only one-third were opposed to 
the government tapping people’s telephones 
and racial or religious profiling, and barely 
half opposed indefinite detention without 
trial. This is a movement that thrives on op¬ 
posing the distribution of power and wealth 
more equitably in society and imposing a re¬ 
pressive social order. 

THE TIME IS RIGHT 
FOR VIOLENT REVOLUTION 

With nearly 60 percent of Tea Partiers be¬ 
lieving Obama is foreign-born or saying 
they are not sure, it becomes clear why so 
many on the right have adopted violent 
and revolutionary rhetoric. The thinking 
is he’s a foreigner or a Muslim or stole the 
election, so he is alien and illegitimate. As 
such, it makes sense he is pushing an alien 
idea like socialism that may be part of some 
grand conspiracy like the New World Order, 
the North American Union, the Bilderberg 
Group or Satan. (In a poll last September in 
New Jersey, not known as a hotbed of right- 
wing radicalism, 29 percent of Republicans 
thought Obama was the Antichrist or were 
unsure.) 

Continued on page 12 




★★★★★★★★★ 


W ith polls estimating self-identified 
supporters at 11-30 percent of the 
general population, the Tea Party is 
clearly a mass movement. Data indicates 
the base is made up of older white Chris¬ 
tian conservatives, and many have above- 
average incomes. 

Atthe same time, corporate and Republi¬ 
can operatives, money and pundits — from 
those in the spotlight, such as Sarah Palin 
and Glenn Beck, to those in the shadows, 
like Sal Russo and the Koch brothers — 
have shaped and directed the movement. 
Here are a few prominent players. 

SAL RUSSO — A Republican consultant 
who got his start during Ronald Reagan's 
tenure as governor of California, Russo is 
credited with securing Christine O'Donnell's 
primary victory for Delaware's open Senate 
seat by using his email list of 400,000 names 
to generate support, volunteers and contri¬ 
butions for her campaign. He is also called 
the brains behind the Tea Party Express. 

TEA PARTY EXPRESS — Formed by Sal 
Russo and his consulting firm, this political 
action committee spent $600,000 in Joe 
Miller's Senate primary victory in Alaska 
and hundreds of thousands in ads for Scott 
Brown's upset win for Massachusetts' 
open Senate seat and has been funding 
attack ads against Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid. It has raised and spent more 
than $6.5 million in this election cycle as of 
Sept. 30 and has funneled some $2 million 
ofthatthrough Russo'sfirm and an affiliate, 
King Media Group. 

GLENN BECK — With enterprises includ¬ 
ing the online "Glenn Beck University," 
Fusion Magazine, Glennbeck.com and the 
"9/12 Project," Beck is "the most highly 
regarded individual among Tea Party sup¬ 
porters" with a daily audience estimated 
at 2 million. He raked in $32 million in 2009 
peddling conspiracies of a socialist take¬ 
over of government, an abolition of U.S. 
borders and the collapse of the U.S. dollar, 
and he has mused on air about killing Mi¬ 
chael Moore and poisoning House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. Beck's violent rhetoric has 
inspired one fan, Byron Williams, to try to 
assassinate employees at the Tides Foun¬ 
dation, a frequent Becktarget. 

AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY — Bank¬ 
rolled by Charles and David H. Koch, broth¬ 
ers with an estimated wealth of $43 bil¬ 
lion from oil, gas and chemical holdings, 
this "Astroturf" group has fought against 
the stimulus bill, organized more than 300 
rallies against healthcare legislation and 
launched an anti-global-warming national 
tour; it is a leading trainer and organizer of 
Tea Party activists and chapters. 

SARAH PALIN — A favorite among the 
Tea Party movement, Palin has success¬ 
fully anointed many victors in Republican 
congressional primaries who beat out GOP 
establishment-backed candidates. 

FREEDOMWORKS — Run by former House 
Republican Majority Leader Dick Armey, 
this lobby group provides nuts-and-bolts 
support for the Tea Party such as writing 
press releases, organizing local events, 
publishing guides on media messaging and 
training activists. It was a key player be¬ 
hind the first big Tea Party event, the April 
15 Tax Day protest in 2009, and has also 
organized against healthcare and climate 
change legislation. 
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LIBIDINAL POLITICS 


Viagra for an Impotent America 

By Peter Bratsis 


T he emergence of the Tea Party move¬ 
ment is the most significant development 
in U.S. politics since the election of Obama. 



Although right-wing parties 
are on the rise throughout the 
West, in Sweden, France, Italy 
and elsewhere, the speed and 
scale of the growth of the Tea 
Party has been extraordinary. 

Commentators and ana¬ 
lysts such as Paul Krugman 
have downplayed this trou¬ 
bling development by labeling 
it an “Astroturf” movement 
— one conceived and financed 
by corporate interests. Even 
if it is true that the Tea Party 
is organized and supported 
through corporate wealth and 
pimped through Fox News 
and other likeminded appa¬ 
ratuses, this in no way takes 
away from the scale and depth 
of support that actually exist 
for it and its values. Indeed, 
populist movements inher¬ 
ently involve an alliance of 
some fraction of the dominant 
classes with a significant por¬ 
tion of the dominated classes. 

In truth, we face the sober¬ 
ing reality that capitalism’s 
latest crisis — complete with 
bank failures, corporate bail¬ 
outs, rising unemployment, 


and declining wages — has aided the right, 
not the left. How can we explain the capac¬ 
ity of the right to benefit from and redirect 
the bitterness and discontent that derives 
from capitalism’s own failures? 

The Tea Party movement should be un¬ 
derstood as a political response to the cri¬ 
sis. While it was spurred into existence by 
the current economic malaise, any attempt 
to understand the Tea Party purely in eco¬ 
nomic terms is bound to fail. Take two of 
the chief concerns: reducing taxes and the 
federal debt. Leaders and followers alike rail 
about cutting taxes, but the super-rich will 
benefit the most, not Joe the Plumber. Re¬ 
ducing taxes and deficits concurrently will 
mean kneecapping government and crip¬ 
pling Medicare and Social Security, which 
are lifelines to those over 50 years old — the 
demographic heart of this new movement. 
Indeed, middle classes clamoring for a de¬ 
crease in public spending and services is the 
opposite of what one would expect. 

In fact, the Tea Party eschews econ¬ 
omists, self-interested behavior when it 
comes to political life. Party supporters 
think that things have gone awry precisely 
because Americans are driven by the ni¬ 
hilistic pursuit of self-interest. For them, 
a growing permissiveness and abandon¬ 
ment of core principles plagues the Unit¬ 
ed States. The movement trades in the 


language and images of freeloading and 
criminal immigrants, self-serving and 
spendthrift politicians, drug-addicted and 
lazy welfare recipients, unpatriotic and 
oversexed liberals, seditious Muslims and 
so on. In all cases, it is the inability of such 
groups to overcome their own particulari¬ 
ty, their own self-interest and desires, that 
functions as the key problem. 

This simple principle allows Tea Par- 
tiers to understand their own personal 
misery and lack of satisfaction as well as 
the perceived decline of U.S. political and 
economic prowess. If greedy bankers and 
labor unions, corrupt and servile politi¬ 
cians, and free-riding law-breaking immi¬ 
grants behaved in a more disciplined and 
principled manner, then we would finally 
be able to enjoy our own lives and the 
United States could go back to its former 
greatness. The Tea Party is attempting to 
renew U.S. potency through the rediscov¬ 
ery of the capacity to put off pleasure, to 
not be a slave to selfish drives. It is an at¬ 
tempt at revolution in the same sense that 
the “founding fathers” would have under¬ 
stood the term, as going back to the origi¬ 
nal state of things, or, more precisely, go¬ 
ing back to some mythical version of the 
original state of things. 

By evoking the Boston Tea Party, the 
movement is both referencing the national 


. . desperately needed, because it ends any illusion 
that we can solve our pressing environmental crises 
within the same system that created them." 

—ANNIE LEONARD 

author and host. The Story of Stuff 

". . . promises to become a basic resource in under¬ 
standing the incompatibility between capitalism and 
ecology, and also in arguing for the ecological dimen¬ 
sions of any future socialism." 

—FREDRIC JAMESON 

Duke University; author, Valences of the Dialectic 
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founding and celebrating patriotic pleasure 
and sacrifice, the satisfaction achieved from 
smashing barrels of tea and risking arrest for 
the benefit of the nation. The resurgence of 
militias and the repeated references to guns 
and violence in Tea Party discourse, such 
as Sarah Palin’s “Don’t retreat, reload,” are 
directly related to this desire to regain the 
phallus, our potency and capacity for satis¬ 
faction. Palin often reminds us of the virtues 
of being a pit bull with lipstick, of defending 
and serving the family even when it might be 
difficult or costly (such as deciding to give 
birth to and raise a child with learning dif¬ 
ficulties). Even Christine O’Donnell’s moral¬ 
izing against masturbation makes sense in 
this context: being able to resist sexual urges 
is a training of the self to not be driven by 
pleasure seeking. 

Returning to an era when the United 
States was economically and politically 
powerful, thus, corresponds with the desire 
to restore order and to put things back in 
their place. It is expressed by reasserting the 
core values of Christianity: self-control and 
people knowing their place in society (not 
least Obama who, after all, belongs in Afri¬ 
ca according to many). Tea Party supporters 
imagine a return to an orderly and selfless 
society where they could finally achieve sat¬ 
isfaction and the United States would regain 
its potency. 


Obviously, this desire to return to a so¬ 
ciety that is not driven by self-interest and 
where everyone knows their place cannot 
be realized. This America never existed 
and never will exist. More to the point, the 
fundamental drive of market society is one 
of utility seeking and of rapid change, as 
summed up by Joseph Schumpeter’s “cre¬ 
ative destruction” and Karl Marx’s “all that 
is solid melts into air.” Capitalism without 
greed or excess is the impossible political vi¬ 
sion of the Tea Party. 

The Tea Party discourse taps into the 
passions and pleasures of many Americans. 
The satisfactions that come with being fru¬ 
gal, balancing a checkbook, sacrificing for 
one’s children, waking up every morning 
and getting to work on time are displaced 
onto their political identities. The passion 
that Tea Party supporters display is a result 
of this displacement. They are defending 
these satisfactions from perceived threats 
that are imaginary. 

Tea Partiers are merely expressing their 
self-loathing and the inability to reconcile 
their selfishness, consumerism and utility- 
maximizing behaviors with their own self- 
images of civic and moral responsibility. We 
are faced with contradictory social demands, 
to be greedy market-oriented individuals 
and, concurrently, self-sacrificing patriotic 
defenders of the common good. Similarly, 


we are constantly confronted with the dis¬ 
content, alienation and lack of meaning 
within modern life and the impossible goal 
of achieving satisfaction through market life 
and consumerism. These core contradictions 
and tensions become externalized and take 
on the face of the “immigrant” the “liberal” 
the “politician” or the “Muslim.” 

The Tea Party movement has woven to¬ 
gether an ingenious populist discourse, 
drawing upon the displaced sexual energy 
of many Americans and using that energy 
and passion to mount an attack on a large 
and nebulous set of groups and interests 
that, presumably, lie behind our current cri¬ 
sis. No doubt there is plenty of racism, sex¬ 
ism and xenophobia within the movement. 
Indeed, it is again acceptable to be openly 
racist and heterosexist in American politics, 
as evidenced by the continuing legitimacy of 
Carl Paladino’s candidacy. 

The right has capitalized on the current 
anxieties and systemic failures of liberal 
capitalism, and it has marshaled this dis¬ 
content toward a reactionary movement 
that chases a proto-fascist vision of a society 
without greed or any other excess. 

It may not be that Palin and O’Donnell 
are reading Carl Schmitt, Jacques Lacan, 
Leo Strauss and Antonio Gramsci, fine-tun¬ 
ing the Tea Party project, but someone likely 
is. The left needs to take heed. The right has 


obvious advantages in terms of resources, 
including media access. But they are also 
outthinking us. 

The left does not have a comparable 
political project, one that is able to draw 
upon the libidinal dimension of contem¬ 
porary life and meld it with a universal 
political principle, one that is able to ne¬ 
gotiate the contradictions inherent to mo¬ 
dernity and use that discontent toward the 
establishment of a revolutionary future. 
If anything, we only come up with par¬ 
tial repetitions of the Tea Party discourse 
itself, weak denunciations of corporate 
greed and market brutality, a limp mor¬ 
alistic message that conforms to the desire 
for order and the taming of excess. 

The left needs to articulate a much more 
substantive political project, one that goes 
beyond simple questions of redistributing 
some wealth and defending civil liberties 
and rights. A new world may be possible, 
but does anyone, even on the left, want one? 
If the Tea Party gives voice to the desire for 
order and security, where is the desire for 
purposeful social transformation and revo¬ 
lutionary change? 

Beter Bratsis teaches political theory at the 
University of Salford. He is the author of 
Everyday Life and the State and an editor of 
the journal Situations. 



MI® 


MASSAGE THERAPY COllECTIYE 

we are highly -experienced DfY-stale licensed therapists who believe 
bodywork is integral to wellness & should be accessible to all 

we offer reduced rales for series, sliding-scale fees, 
barters, commamiy cluue days & other straiegies 

BY APPOINTMENT IN BBOOKLYN AT 

276 PROSPECT PARK WEST AT 17TH ST 

contact as to learn more aboai as & oar trealmenls 

AUGMASSAGECOLLECTITE@GMAILXOM 

WWWaAIT gmass agecollecti vexom 

718.355.9317 


D1M0GRACY Independent news hour 
■ ■ ■ with Amy Goodman 
■HI | and co-host Juan Gonzalez 
MKW m TV-Radio-Intemet 

DEMOCRACYNOW.ORG 


r/flrt [ 


The corporate 
media got it 
wrong on Iraq- 
Ibne in to the 
show that 
got it right. 


PACIFICA RADIO 

99.5 FMWBAI 

9am, Mon-Fri 

PUBLIC ACCESS TV 

CUNY-TV Channel 75 {All Boroughs) 

6:30pm Mon-Fri, 1am Mon-Thurs 

Manhattan MNN Channel 34/82 

8am, Mon-Fri 

Brooklyn SCAT Channel 56/69 

9am, Mon-Fri 

Bronxnet Channel 67 

9am, Tries & Thurs 

SATELLITE TV 
Free Speech TV 
DISH Network Channel 9415 

8am, Noon, 7pm, Midnight, Mon-Fri 

Link TV 

DISH Network Channel 9410 / DirecTV Channel 375 

11am, 6pm, Mon-Fri 

DEMOCRACY NOW! EN ESPAN0L 
www.democracynow.org/es 

WWW.DEM0CRACYN0W.ORG 
Audio, Video and Transcripts 


DEM0CRACYN0W.ORG 


THE INDYPENDENT OCTOBER 20 - NOVEMBER 16, 2010 II 









12 OCTOBER 20 - NOVEMBER 16, 2010 THE INDYPENDENT 


THE INDY IS HIRING! 

T he Indypendent is hiring a full-time 
office and editorial coordinator. 

POSITION: GENERAL COORDINATOR 

Salary: $1,100 monthly stipend (35 hours per week). Generous paid vacation, 
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outreach and volunteer coordination. 

Candidates must be committed to The Indypendent's mission to produce a high- 
quality newspaper while providing opportunities for journalism training and devel¬ 
opment. The position offers an incredible opportunity to work with and learn from 
a dynamic network of journalists. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

• Excellent reporting and editing skills, including writing hard news, editorials and 
features and developing stories, and excellent research and fact-checking skills 
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• News editing and reporting experience 

• Excellent computer skills including experience with HTML and Adobe Creative 
Suite 

• Experience and knowledge of new media, social networking and creating 
news web content 

• Experience working in a collective organization 
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at elizabeth.indypendent@gmail.com by Friday, Nov. 5. No phone calls. 
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Party of No 

Continued from page 9 

However irrational this position may be, 
the logical consequences are not: Anything 
Obama and the Democrats do must be op¬ 
posed because it is a life-and-death struggle. 
In opposing the healthcare plan, the right is 
not just trying to deny services to the unde¬ 
serving, it is affirming and protecting free 
choice, family, the sanctity of life, the mar¬ 
ket, God, country, the Constitution — all 
arguments trotted out in the last year. 

At the same time, the Obama administra¬ 
tion has helped build the Tea Party by aid¬ 
ing Wall Street rather than Main Street. The 
Republicans have exploited legitimate anxi¬ 
eties over high unemployment, a shrinking 
economy and onerous taxes by scapegoating 
the weak and marginal for policies that are 
structural and historical in nature. 

The lesson for Obama and Democrats is 
not that they went too far to the “left,” it’s 


that they went too far to the right. Obama 
had the political capital to push for a “Green 
New Deal” that could have restructured the 
transportation and energy sectors and creat¬ 
ed millions of new jobs. Slashing the bloated 
military budget while fighting for single¬ 
payer healthcare — instead of subsidizing 
for-profit healthcare with tax dollars — 
budget deficits could have been constrained 
while reducing the financial burden of medi¬ 
cal bills for most U.S. households. Imple¬ 
menting such an agenda could have created 
a mass constituency that would fight for a 
progressive vision and against the right’s re¬ 
pressive politics. 

The right has well-thought-out ideologies, 
a specific agenda and clearly defined enemies 
and ruthlessly pursues power to achieve its 
goals. It’s fighting a Democratic White House 
and Party that stand for nothing — that is why 
being the “Party of No” will continue to be a 
winning strategy for Republicans. 


Fear and Loathing 


Continued from page 7 

I heard a Tea Party myth riffing on this 
theme from an educated professional’s 
wife. She had a variation of the “Obama 
is an imposter” line. He’s not a Muslim, 
he is a Communist. Her proof was a story 
popularized by Glenn Beck that the Kansas- 
bred Anglo grandparents who helped raise 
Obama “belonged to the communist view” 
because they attended a “little red church” 
during the 1950s. That’s a Unitarian church 
near Seattle that Obama’s grandparents and 
mother briefly attended before moving to 
Hawaii. The current pastor says the church 
was tarred because of the “effects of Mc- 
Carthyism.” Based on little more than that, 
Beck has called Obama’s grandparents and 
mother Communists and un-American. 

The auto bailouts and healthcare reform 
are bringing old anti-Communist politics to 
life as people reach back for a framework 
that fits their outrage. When Delaware’s 
Christine O’Donnell calls Obama “anti- 
American,” as she did on Fox News after 
winning the primary, this is where she is 
coming from. 

Lynn Harsh, of the conservative State Pol¬ 
icy Network, told participants at an Ameri¬ 
cans for Prosperity conference in Las Vegas 
that when they blog, they have to be more 
careful to verify their sources. “If you are 
going to create change, it’s got to seem cred¬ 
ible and safe,” she said. “And we need to do 
better there. We need to be a lot smarter.” 

But she was speaking at a conference 
funded by the Koch brothers’ oil fortune 
where climate-change deniers headlined 
a workshop. Does Lynn Harsh agree with 
Americans for Prosperity that scientists are 
manufacturing data about human-generat¬ 
ed climate change? Or does she keep mum 
about her disagreement to keep the climate- 
denying funders of the conference happy, a 
trade-off conservatives have made through¬ 
out their movement, laying the groundwork 
for Tea Party myth-making? 

In the 2008 presidential race, top con¬ 
servatives backing John McCain slammed 
Obama as a socialist and insinuated he was 
un-American. It was nothing Sean Hannity 
and Rush Limbaugh weren’t saying. But by 
legitimizing the revival of McCarthy-style 
politics, some establishment Republicans are 
now finding the rhetoric being turned against 
them. In Nevada, a coalition of Tea Partiers 
and Ron Paul supporters took over the Las 


Vegas-area Clark County Republican Party 
(CCRP) and the state party structures in a 
swirl of conspiratorial denunciation against 
the conservative GOP establishment. 

“Most of us who left are indeed fiscal con¬ 
servatives and ardent supporters of constitu¬ 
tional rights, so the ‘Marxist’ accusation is a 
reflection of the deep paranoia and delusion 
within the current CCRP leadership,” said 
the (very conservative) former CCRP chair¬ 
man after he stepped down. 

One unrepentant Tea Partier replied, “If 
we have to purge the RINOs (Republicans 
in Name Only) from power before we purge 
the fascists in power, so be it.” He is, in the 
words of historian Richard Hofstadter, “in 
a spiritual wrestling match with minions of 
absolute evil.” 

Back in the 1950s, old-style conservatives 
in the Republican Party felt shut out by the 
moderates who accepted the New Deal re¬ 
forms regulating capitalism and providing 
modest aid for people tossed aside by eco¬ 
nomic downturns. That the New Deal as¬ 
serted federal power over the states could 
mean only a loss of political sovereignty and 
American liberty. Feeling disenfranchised 
not just by Washington but parts of their 
own party, the Republican right nurtured 
the McCarthy-bred universe of betrayal, 
suspicion and conspiracy in an effort to win 
back power. They failed, until the 1960s and 
the debacle of Barry Goldwater’s presiden¬ 
tial campaign. 

Many of today’s Tea Partiers inhabit a simi¬ 
lar universe but start out with the backing of 
important party insiders like Indiana Rep. 
Mike Pence and South Carolina Sen. Jim De- 
Mint, and money-soaked political operatives 
like the anti-tax Club for Growth and Sal 
Russo, a former Reagan strategist who leads 
the Tea Party Express Political Action Com¬ 
mittee. Like their McCarthy-era counterparts, 
the free-marketers ally with conspiracy- and 
hate-mongering to win back power. Unlike 
the days of McCarthy, they have a mainstream 
television news network and internet sites on 
their side. It is a dirty business. And other than 
shunning them — and articulating a clear, 
simple vision of our own — we are no savvier 
about how to stop the fever than our predeces¬ 
sors were in the ’50s. 

Abby Sober is a sociologist and journalist 
who writes about the U.S. right and eco¬ 
nomic justice. A version of this article origi¬ 
nally appeared in Truthout. 
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WHY WE SHOULD ALL 
MOVE TO GERMANY 


By Irina Ivanova 

W ere You Born on the Wrong Conti¬ 
nent ?: How the European Model Can 
Help You Get a Life 
Thomas Geoghegan 
New Press, 2010 


I n the wake of the recession, the 
plight of the U.S. worker has 
gone from bad to worse. 

But not to worry — labor lawyer 
and author Thomas Geoghegan has 
the answer. He confirms what we 
have all suspected in our darkest 
moments: life is better in Europe, 
and in Germany, in particular. 

While Americans were over¬ 
worked before the recession, the 
current financial crisis has hit Amer¬ 
icans with the double-whammy of 
increased hours (for those who still 
have jobs) and a spike in living costs. 
At 1,804 hours a year, Americans 
clock in 400 hours more than our 
German counterparts—that’s the 
equivalent of 10 extra 40-hour work 
weeks each year. Our GDP is high¬ 
er than Germany’s, but only from 
astronomical spending on private 
healthcare, childcare and tuition — 
all of which Germany provides for 
free, or nearly free, to its citizens. 

With his trademark mix of invec¬ 
tive and black humor, Geoghegan 
argues in Were You Born on the 
Wrong Continent ? that European- 
style social democracy benefits the 
middle- and upper-middle classes 
even more than the working class, 
and that, once Americans come to 
their senses, we may realize it’s the 
only way for our own advanced 
capitalist economy to survive. 


The Indypendent spoke with 
Geoghegan about why workers are 
better off in Germany, and why it 
may not be too late for us. 

IRINA IVANOVA: You write that 
Americans work many more hours 
than our European counterparts. 
Why is that ? 

THOMAS GEOGHEGAN: It’s because 
there’s no one to tell us it’s okay to 
go home. Given that there’s no re¬ 
straint on our employers for firing 
us for any reason at any time, this 
puts enormous pressure on us, al¬ 
most like lab rats, to work harder 
than the lab rat next to us. 

II: Does working more hours at least 
make Americans more productive ? 
TG: Since productivity is measured 
on an hourly basis, it’s almost a giv¬ 
en that the more hours you work the 
less productive you become. And in 
the United States there are loads of 
people who should get paid hourly 
who don’t. If these people were paid 
by the hour, employers might aban¬ 
don this system! 

Europeans are probably more 
productive than Americans because 
Americans tend to undercount their 
hours and Europeans overcount 
their hours — there’s a shocking 
degree to which nobody’s at work 
on Friday afternoon in Europe. 

II: Why Germany ? What sets it 
apart from other European coun¬ 
tries, and what makes it a good 
example for us to follow? 

TG: Of all the countries on planet 
Earth, Germany’s the one country 
that has the most “worker control” 
of any other place since the collapse 
of Communism. It’s a capitalist 


country, but with a much more pli¬ 
able form of capitalism. Germany 
is a creditor nation, and the world’s 
biggest exporter — on par with Chi¬ 
na. Conversely, the United States is a 
debtor nation, running a huge trade 
deficit. 

II: In what ways does Germany 
have the most worker control ? 

TG: First, they have works coun¬ 
cils where employees can actually 
elect their own representatives. The 
works councils don’t control every¬ 
thing — they don’t control the hours 
of opening and closing, for example 
— but management has to cut deals 
with them. Here in the United States 
we don’t have workers engaged in 
any sort of management. 

Second, they have co-deter- 
mined boards in big global firms 
with over 2,000 employees. This 
means that the employees elect 
one-half of the board. 

And on top of all this, they also 
have unions. 

If you don’t have unions that put 
economic issues first, you get much 
more irrationality in the political 
process — you get Tea Parties, 
anti-immigration, you start nomi¬ 
nating witches to the Senate — you 
have no way for people outside of 
the elite to get involved in the po¬ 
litical process. 

II: Why is there such opposition in 
the United States to European-style 
social democracy ? 

TG: I think America would be 
a social democracy if we had a 
government like European social 
democracies based on the principle 
of one person, one vote. 

But, as you’ve seen during the 
Obama administration, every¬ 
thing has to go through the Senate, 
where North Dakota has as much 
sway as New York. The Senate 
is set up for irrational, even anti¬ 
democratic outcomes. It was set up 
to protect slavery and enforce Jim 
Crow, and now it’s set up to keep 
unions out. Our legal system cre¬ 
ates this culture, and then we turn 
around and say, ‘Well, we have 
this legal system because we have 
this culture.’ 

II: Is there any way for the United 
States to become more like Ger¬ 
many? 

TG: It’s not just about Germany. 
Take the top 20 industrialized 
countries in the world. If 19 of 
them are going in one direction, 
and the other one heads in another 
direction, that’s unsustainable. 

We’re at a point right now 
where the majority of citizens in 
the United States, which is a fun¬ 
damentally European project, are 
about to become non-white, and 
that majority may be the agent 
to turn the United States — para¬ 
doxically — into something more 
European. Our descendants may 
be a smarter, more diverse, multi¬ 
lingual crew. 

But that’s not a prediction — it’s 
a hope. 



How the European Model 
Can Help You Get a Life 


The Sweetest Dream 

Love, Lies, & Assassination 



Book 

Party 

Friday November 12 th 
7:30 PM 

Sliding scale: $6/$io/$i5 
Free for Brecht Forum 
Subscribers 

THE BRECHT 

FORUM 


Lillian Pollack’s The Sweetest 
Dream is set in momentous 
struggles, in the United 
States and around the world, 
associated with Trotskyism’s 
first decade and its leader’s 
brutal Stalinist-orchestrated 
murder in Mexico in 1940. 
Woven into the plot are 
illuminating commentaries on 
the Great Depression, reference 
to the mass strikes of 1934, and 
representations of the Spanish 
Civil War. 

Clearly autobiographical, 

Poliak presents all of this 
through the eyes of Miriam, 
a young recruit to Trotskyism 
in the 1930s. She eventually 
makes her way to Mexico 
where she meets Trotsky, his 
family and friends and those 
responsible for his safety. 

Born in Hell’s Kitchen, NYC 
1915, Lillian Poliak became a 
radical at sixteen, raised three 
kids, earned two graduate 
degrees at night and taught 
school for twenty-five years. 

Still active, she’s now a “Raging 
Granny” marching and singing 
for peace. 


451 West Street, New York, NY 



anytime 

online at 

GRITtv.org 


Watch GRITtv at 8PM and 9AM 
on MNN Channel 34 
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“Ben Dangl breaks the sound barrier, exploding many myths about 
Latin America that are all-too-ofien amplified by the corporate media 
in the United States. Read this much-needed book.” 

—Amy Goodman, host of Democracy Now! 

DANCING WITH DYNAMITE 

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND STATES IN LATIN AMERICA 

A NEW BOOK FROM AWARD-WINNING JOURNALIST BENJAMIN DANGL 


SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND STATES IN LATIN AMERICA 


9781849350150 | $15.95 | October 2010 
Order now at www.akpress.org and get a 25% discount! 
AK Press I 510.208.1700 I 674-A 23rd Street I Oakland, CA 94612 


revolution by the boo 


Oakland, edinburgh 


info@akpress.or 


QUEERING THE COLOR I IMP c.vjj 



bluestockings 

radical bookstore I activist center I fair trade cafe 

172 ALLEN ST. • 212-777-6028 

bluestockings.com 


SUN OCT 24,7PM* FREE 

READING: JAE STEELE, RIPE FROM AROUND HERE: A VEGAN GUIDE TO LOCAL 
AND SUSTAINABLE EATING. In her new book, Steele underscores the importance 
of local, sustainable eating. 

MON OCT 25, 7PM • $5 SUGGESTED 

PRESENTATION: MIREIA SALLARES, LAS MUERTES CHIQUITAS/LITTLE 
DEATHS. Sallares’ new book is part of an archival project focused on the 
experiences of Mexican women—ranging from orgasms and pain to power, 
violence and death. 

WED OCT 27, 7PM • $5 SUGGESTED 

DISCUSSION: ASTORINO, VILORIA AND MADISON, INTERSEX AWARENESS. 
Join a panel discussion about the public understanding of intersex people with 
particular focus on human rights and the medical establishment. 

FRI OCT 29, 7PM • $5 SUGGESTED 

PRESENTATION: BEEHIVE COLLECTIVE, “THE TRUE COAST OF COAL.” Two 
years in the making, “The True Cost of Coal” is the newest Beehive Collective 
poster and the result of a listening project in Appalachia. 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF DAILY EVENTS OR TO PURCHASE A GIFT CARD, 
VISIT BLUESTOCKINGS.COM 


The Christian 
Glory Hole 


By Nick Powers 

I ’m not able to take enough 
showers to wipe the smell of 
him off my body” said Jamal 
Parris of Bishop Eddie Long. In a 
recent FOX news interview, Parris 
spoke of sex before and after church 
services, and in his lawsuit alleged 
being sodomized orally in Long’s 
private church office. 

If true, imagine the scene of 
a young man kneeling, giving a 
blowjob to his pastor. Long stuffs 
his penis through the young man’s 
lips, heat flushes his face and, over¬ 
whelmed, he spasms and floods the 
boy’s mouth. 

Minutes later Long is on the 
stage of New Birth Missionary Bap¬ 
tist Church in Atlanta, as thou¬ 
sands yell and wave in the 10,000- 
seat megachurch. They have come 
to hear the Word of God and the 
pastor opens his arms as if to lift 
them to Heaven. From backstage 
Parris watches, scared but proud 
because this powerful man proved 
once again that he is special. 

Parris, now 23, was 17 at the 
time and he, along with three 
other young men — Maurice Rob¬ 
inson, 20, Anthony Flagg, 21, and 
Spencer LeGrande, 22 — have 
filed charges against Long for sex¬ 
ual coercion. Long is the latest to 
join the roster of hypocrites from 
evangelist Ted Haggard, who con¬ 
demned gays but had meth-fueled 
rounds of sex with a man, to the 
anti-gay activist and Baptist min¬ 
ister George Rekers, who hired an 
escort from Rentboy.com. 

Repeatedly we see professional 
moralizers secretly practice the 
very “sin” they condemn. When 
they’re exposed, the scandal is 
reduced to a story of personal 
failure. But on CNN, a truth was 
aired when Rev. Carlton Pearson 
said, “Usually the people who are 
speaking most vociferously against 
something are dealing with it in 
their own life.” 

If Long preyed on the young 
men, it’s because he uses religious 
law as a barricade against his own 
desires. When he attacked gays for 
committing “sin,” it’s because they 
reflected him. Long preached “the 
reason why society is like it is, is be¬ 
cause men are being feminized and 
women are becoming masculine.” 
He went on, “I don’t care what sci¬ 
entists say, if you say you were born 
this way then you’re saying ‘God, 
you’re a liar.’” In 2004, he orga¬ 
nized a march in Atlanta from the 
tomb of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
to support a constitutional amend¬ 
ment banning gay marriage. 


He wasn’t alone, as behind 
him are unknown others ranting 
against gays, claiming to speak 
a truth guaranteed by God or 
nature. But there is another truth. 
Instead of religious law being an 
ideal to live by and failure a sin, 
what if it is the law that creates the 
sin? What if we saw the human 
being as a rainbow, a full, wide 
spectrum of sexuality? We’d see 
that whoever says that one specific 
orientation, position or need is the 
only valid one is trying to create 
fear in order to control. 

The 18th-century poet William 
Blake knew this when he wrote in 
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell , 
“Prisons are built with stones of Law, 
Brothels with bricks of Religion.” 
Sigmund Freud wrote about our in¬ 
nate bisexuality, and after thousands 
of interviews, Alfred Kinsey created 
his seven-point Kinsey scale to map 
the diversity of sexuality. Sociolo¬ 
gist Howard Becker’s labeling theory 
showed how deviance is not innate 
to an act, but an act is made deviant 
by labeling, and philosopher Jacques 
Derrida’s deconstruction explained 
how centers are created by repressing 
a part of one’s being to the margins. 

But the repressed always returns. 
In Totem and Taboo Freud wrote, 
“The pleasure of the impulse con¬ 
stantly undergoes displacement in 


order to escape the blocking which 
it encounters and seeks to acquire 
surrogates for the forbidden in the 
form of substitutive objects and 
actions.” Does this not describe 
pastor Long’s compulsive mentor¬ 
ing of young men? 

Long, like many men in author¬ 
ity, sacrificed his sexual truth for 
power while using his power to 
prey on boys. When we stop seeing 
these scandals as personal failures 
to live up to a law and critique the 
law itself, a lot of unneeded suffer¬ 
ing will stop. It seems that would 
take a miracle, but since Long be¬ 
lieves in miracles let’s imagine one. 

While basking in the stage lights, 
the boy walks up and kisses him. 
The stunned church is silent. Long 
grabs the boy’s arms but instead of 
thrusting him away, embraces and 
kisses deeper. In the audience, Bibles 
burst into flame and as the video 
feed goes global, men see it and be¬ 
gin to kiss as Korans and Torahs 
and Bibles flash into flames. 

At bars, men grope. At mosques 
and police stations, men tongue 
each other. Above their heads on 
the TV is Long kneeling in front of 
the unzipped boy. The audience of 
New Birth Church, half-dressed, 
is necking in the orange light of 
burning Bible pages floating down 
around them. 


















2010 ELECTIONS 



PERSISTENT: Longtime Syracuse labor and environmental activist Howie Hawkins (left) is running 
for governor on the Green Party ticket. PHOTO: CAMPAIGN WEBSITE 


THIRD PARTIES 

Continued from page 4 

So are the Greens and the Freedom Par¬ 
ty competing for the same 50,000 votes? 
“There is definitely some overlap,” says 
Dunlea. “We hope we both get a ballot line.” 

Barron says he supports the Greens on en¬ 
vironmental issues, but says they are “not 
addressing life-and-death issues in the black 
and Latino communities. We are the only 
party that’s been there.” He also emphasizes 
that he is the only third-party candidate in 
the race who is a sitting elected official. 

Dunlea says the Greens had discussions 
with Barron in 1998 about creating a joint 
third party, but that Barron wanted to re¬ 
tain the option of working within the Dem¬ 
ocrats. Greens have merged with similar 
black-led parties in Boston and Washington, 
D.C., he adds. 

FUSION VOTING 

New York law is distinctive in that it allows 
third parties to endorse other parties’ can¬ 
didates. This has given the state a history of 
third parties that either ran their own can¬ 
didates or used their “cross-endorsements” 
to pull the Democrats or the Republicans to 
the left or the right. In the 1930s and 1940s, 
the leftist American Labor Party (ALP) 
helped elect progressive Republican Fiorello 
LaGuardia mayor over a machine Demo¬ 
crat. Representative Vito Marcantonio, a 
socialist who represented East Harlem in 
Congress for 14 years, was an ALP member. 

The Liberal Party was established in 1944 


as an anti-Communist alternative to the 
ALP. Its high point came in 1969, when it en¬ 
dorsed liberal Republican John Lindsay for 
mayor after he lost the GOP primary. With 
the Republican and Democrat both running 
on law-and-order platforms and splitting 
the white-backlash vote, Lindsay squeaked 
to re-election. But by the 1990s, the Liber¬ 
als had degenerated into a corrupt patron¬ 
age machine, endorsing Rudy Giuliani in 
exchange for jobs for the party chief’s sons. 
They lost their ballot line in 2002. 

On the right, the Conservative Party 
emerged in the early ’60s. It won a U.S. Senate 
seat in 1970, when James Buckley beat out a 
Democrat and a Republican who opposed the 
war in Vietnam. This year, after some machi¬ 
nations, it’s supporting Paladino. 

Currently, the most successful practitioner 
of cross-endorsement is the Working Fami¬ 
lies Party (WFP), which is primarily backed 
by the state’s labor unions. It rarely runs in¬ 
dependent candidates; it is endorsing Cuo¬ 
mo, arguing that people should vote for him 
on its line in order to preserve progressive 
leverage over him. 

The WFP’s main asset is its grassroots 
organizational muscle, which it has used 
to promote numerous progressives in the 
Democratic primaries. Last month, it spear¬ 
headed Bronx Democrat Gustavo Rivera’s 
successful campaign to unseat state Senator 
Pedro Espada. 

The Independence Party, the state’s top 
third party, has a checkered history. Found¬ 
ed in 1991 as the New York vehicle for Ross 
Perot’s presidential campaign, it was also the 
vehicle for Rochester billionaire B. Thomas 


Golisano’s political ambitions. For almost a 
decade, it was dominated by the New Alli¬ 
ance Party (NAP), a Jew-hating psychother¬ 
apy cult posing as a leftist, pro-black group. 
During that period, it endorsed Michael 
Bloomberg for mayor and got several hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars from his campaign, 
and NAP leaders also received several mil¬ 


lion dollars in state contracts. 

Real-estate interests are now trying to fi¬ 
nance the Independence Party as a counter¬ 
weight to the WFP. It has endorsed Cuomo 
for governor, and it is supporting a mix of 
Democrats and Republicans for Congress. 


The People Speak THU, NOV 4 AT 7PM 

A film version of The People's History of the United States narrated by Howard Zinn 
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Democracy doesn't come from the top, it comes from the bottom.” -Howardzinn 

Q&A with co-director Anthony Amove, actor and executive producer Josh Brolin, actor David Strathairn, 
poet/performer Staceyann Chin, and others 

The film also features performances by Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Danny Glover, Don Cheadle, 
Marisa Tomei, Matt Damon, Rosario Dawson, Sean Penn, Viggo Mortensen, and many more. 


Josh Brolin, Howard Zinn, and Danny Glover, courtesy of Voices of a People’s History of the United States 
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Tickets: BAM.org/BAMcinematek 

BAM Rose Cinemas, Peter Jay Sharp Building, 30 Lafayette Ave, Brooklyn 

Stay connected with BAMcinematek: nm The Wall Street Journal is the BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinematek Sponsor. 
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IF WE DON’T GET YOUR SUPPORT RIGHT 
NOW, THEN WE ARE AS GOOD AS DEAD. 



W e need to raise $20,000 to 
keep publishing. And that 
means we need donations from 
readers like you to keep producing 
intelligent, top-notch journalism 
that is distributed to hundreds of 
thousands of people every year. 



Every bit counts, whether it’s $25, 
$75 or $250. All that matters is 

THAT WE HEAR FROM YOU TODAY. 

Please go to indypendent.org and 

MAKE A CONTRIBUTION. It TAKES JUST A 
FEW SECONDS. 

Whether youve been reading The Indypendent for 10 years 
or one issue, you know there is nothing else like it. This 
is an actual newspaper, one that strives for the best jour- 
nalism possible in pursuit of positive political and social 
change from the bottom up. And it’s distributed to the 
general public. For free. 

We publish original, unique accounts from inside people’s 
movements in Nepal, Mexico, Nigeria, Egypt, India and the 
rest of the world. Front-line dispatches from the “war on ter¬ 
ror”: from Afghanistan’s villages and Pakistan’s border regions 
to Iraq’s cities and Gaza’s refugee camps. In-depth reports on 
domestic struggles involving education, the environment, 
housing, immigration, healthcare and labor. Sharp analysis 
that helps you understand big-picture issues such as the eco¬ 
nomic crisis, global warming and the rise of the Tea Party. 

But that will all come to an end unless we raise the funds 
to keep publishing. 



More than that, the work that has gone into this paper for 10 
years, building connections to grassroots movements around 
the city and the world, will disappear. 

For instance, we just published a special 20-page issue on the 
education crisis to provide a tool for parents, educators and 
students to understand why public education and teachers 
unions are under attack, who is leading the assault and what 
are better alternatives and who is fighting for them. Since 


then, we’ve been overwhelmed with the positive response, as 
community activists stop by to take hundreds of papers back 
to their schools, neighborhoods and groups. 

We could tell you a hundred other stories like this. But we 
would rather create another hundred moments. And we will 
do that in the months and years ahead with your help today. 

Thank you, 

The Indypendent 



TO MAKE A 
DONATION NOW GO 
TO INDYPENDENT.ORG 
AND CLICK ON THE 
DONATE BUTTON OR 
MAIL YOUR CHECK TO: 

The Indypendent 
Suite 500 
666 Broadway 
NY, NY 10012 


















